《Peake’s Commentary on the Bible – 2 Timothy》(Arthur Peake)
Commentator

Arthur Samuel Peake (1865-1929) was an English biblical scholar, born at Leek, Staffordshire, and educated at St John's College, Oxford. He was the first holder of the Rylands Chair of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis in the University of Manchester, from its establishment as an independent institution in 1904. He was thus the first non-Anglican to become a professor of divinity in an English university.

In 1890-92 he was a lecturer at Mansfield College, Oxford, and from 1890 to 1897 held a fellowship at Merton College.

In 1892, however, he was invited to become tutor at the Primitive Methodist Theological Institute in Manchester, which was renamed Hartley College in 1906.[1][4] He was largely responsible for broadening the curriculum which intending Primitive Methodist ministers were required to follow, and for raising the standards of the training.

In 1895-1912 he served as lecturer in the Lancashire Independent College, from 1904 to 1912 also in the United Methodist College at Manchester. In 1904 he was appointed Professor of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis in the (Victoria) University of Manchester. (This chair was in the Faculty of Theology established in that year; it was renamed "Rylands Professor, etc." in 1909.)

Peake was also active as a layman in wider Methodist circles, and did a great deal to further the reunion of Methodism which took effect in 1932, three years after his death. In the wider ecumenical sphere Peake worked for the National Council of Evangelical Free Churches, serving as president in 1928, and was a member of the World Conference on Faith and Order held in Lausanne in 1927. He published and lectured extensively, but is best remembered for his one-volume commentary on the Bible (1919), which, in its revised form, is still in use.

The University of Aberdeen made him an honorary D. D. in 1907. He was a governor of the John Rylands Library.

First published in 1919, Peake's commentary of the bible was a one-volume commentary that gave special attention to Biblical archaeology and the then-recent discoveries of biblical manuscripts. Biblical quotations in this edition were from the Revised Version of the Bible.
00 Introduction 

II. TIMOTHY
From his second Roman imprisonment (Introduction, 5) Paul writes once more to strengthen Timothy's courage amid the difficulties still surrounding him (apparently) in Asia. In particular, he offers guidance as to errors, present and future, and regarding his proper attitude towards men of vicious life. In his own pathetic loneliness he summons Timothy to join him at Rome, and to bring Mark with him.

THE PASTORAL EPISTLES
BY PROFESSOR H. BISSEKER

1. AMONG the Pauline letters, the apostolic authorship of the Pastoral Epistles is still the most keenly contested. The view of earlier critics—that these documents are solely the work of a later imitator of the apostle—must be frankly abandoned. A post-Pauline date is certainly not required by the errors assailed, for even if, as is unlikely (1 Timothy 1:3-11*), Gnostic tendencies are implied, these arose earlier, not later, than Paul's lifetime. Just as little is such a date involved in the ecclesiastical situation disclosed, since that, as we shall see, necessitates the directly opposite conclusion. Moreover, the letters contain statements highly improbable in an admiring imitator (e.g. 1 Timothy 1:15 b, 2 Timothy 1:15), and embody a series of personal and historical allusions which are transparently authentic, being partly independent of any existing source of information and partly out of harmony with extant references to the persons and the places named (1 Timothy 1:3, 2 Timothy 4:10-15; 2 Timothy 4:20, Titus 1:5, etc.). So cogent are the last considerations that, even among liberal critics, many of the sections concerned are now acknowledged to be Pauline, the remainder of the letters being assigned to a later writer who embedded these genuine fragments in his own compositions.

2. It is between this and the traditional view that we have to choose. And the choice is difficult. Against the apostolic origin of the entire letters it is urged that (1) much of their teaching, both in content and in method, is un-Pauline; (2) the vocabulary and style are unlike those of the apostle; (3) the epistles cannot be fitted into Paul's life as portrayed in Acts, and we lack proof of his release from his first Roman imprisonment; and (4) the letters themselves reveal broken sequences and self-contradictions (e.g. contrast 2 Timothy 4:11 a and 2 Timothy 4:21). Careful examination shows that in the case of (3) and (4), much of (1), and the first part of (2) the evidence is inconclusive. But the difficulty respecting the un-Pauline use of particles and connecting links is serious: it is just in such subtle points that a writer unconsciously reveals himself. A further difficulty must be allowed in Titus 3:3 : such a description seems scarcely applicable to Paul. The main strength of the critical theory, however, lies not in any single difficulty, but in the cumulative effect of a long series. Were the problem only that of language or style or teaching or historical situation or apparent contradictions in the text, it might more easily yield to opposing considerations. It is the fact that, on the traditional theory, so many independent points have to be "explained" that provokes doubt and hesitation.

3. On the other hand, the critical view itself is not without its perplexities. (1) The external evidence for the epistles is strong; (2) the schemes of partition suggested are over-intricate and unconvincing; (3) there is no satisfactory theory of a "tendency" which would account for the letters, that usually advanced being manifestly inadequate. A greater difficulty remains. The continued identity of "bishop" and "presbyter," the fact that the peculiar position of Timothy and Titus would be highly improbable at any later period (points appearing outside the "Pauline fragments"), and, possibly, the ground of Paul's imprisonment (2 Timothy 2:9*), require an apostolic date for these documents. But if they were issued by another writer before or shortly after Paul's death, how could they so easily have gained currency as the apostle's own composition? Finally, it is only just to point out that the chief individual difficulty in the traditional view is largely neutralised if we suppose (as the literary customs of the age unquestionably allow) that many of the stylistic traits of the letters are due to Paul's amanuensis.

4. There are thus strong arguments and serious difficulties on both sides, and the final solution of the problem is not yet. More light is required, and meanwhile the verdict must remain an open one. The Pauline authorship is assuredly not disproved: on the contrary, the evidence is more favourable to it to-day than for many years past, and it is reasonably certain that particular sections of the epistles come from the apostle's own hand. At the same time, the Pauline authorship of the letters as a whole has not been positively established—a statement which governs all allusions to "Paul" as their writer, throughout the present commentary.

5. The traditional authorship is usually held to necessitate Paul's release from his first Roman imprisonment (contrast Bartlet, Exp. VIII, v. 28). On this assumption, his subsequent movements may be conjectured as follows: (1) a visit to Macedonia and Asia (Philippians 2:24, Philemon 1:22); (2) evangelisation of Spain (Romans 15:24; Romans 15:1 Clem. 5); (3) a mission in Crete (Titus 1:5); (4) a journey up the coast of Asia Minor (1 Timothy 1:3, 2 Timothy 4:13; 2 Timothy 4:20) towards Macedonia and Achaia (2 Timothy 4:20), with a view to wintering in Nicopolis (Titus 3:12). During this last journey 1 Tim. and Tit. may well have been written about A.D. 66 from Macedonia. Shortly afterwards the apostle was rearrested and taken back to Rome, whence he despatched 2 Tim. The critical theory dates the letters between A.D. 90 and 115, and in the order 2 Tim., Tit., 1 Tim. See also pp. 772, 815f.

6. Literature.—Commentaries: (a) Humphreys (CB), Horton (Cent.B), Strachan (WNT), Brown (West.C); (b) Ellicott, Alford, Bernard (CGT), Liddon, White (EGT); (c) Von Soden (HC), B. Weiss (Mey.), Köhler (SNT), M. Dibelius (HNT), Wohlenberg (ZK); (d) Plummer (ExB). Other Literature: Articles in Dictionaries. Discussions in Histories of Apostolic Age, Introductions to NT and to Pauline Epistles; Hort, Christian Ecclesia and Judaistic Christianity.
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-5
2 Timothy 1:1-5. Introductory—Salutation (2 Timothy 1:1 f.) and Thanksgiving (2 Timothy 1:3-5).—For the official form of salutation cf. 1 Timothy 1:1 f.*

Moved by affectionate remembrance, Paul, thanks God for some recent reminder of Timothy's faith, a faith witnessed earlier in his mother and grandmother.

2 Timothy 1:2. mercy: 1 Timothy 1:2*.

2 Timothy 1:3. The ground of thanksgiving is 2 Timothy 1:5 (contrast AV and RV), and the true rendering: "I thank God . . . since my remembrance . . . is unceasing . . . that I have been reminded."

2 Timothy 1:4. tears at their last separation.—faith: not Jewish (Zahn), but as the sequence of thought demands, Christian.—Eunice: Acts 16:1.

Verses 6-11
2 Timothy 1:6 to 2 Timothy 2:13. Appeal to Timothy for Courage in Face of Difficulties.
(a) 2 Timothy 1:6-11. Direct Appeal, based on Timothy's Ordination Gift.—The false teachers have created a situation demanding courageous treatment. Timothy has not failed (the Greek tense in 2 Timothy 1:8 implies "do not begin to be ashamed"), but he plainly needs enheartening. Paul appeals for strong action on three grounds. The first is the character implied in Timothy's ordination gift. The spirit of power, love, and self-discipline therein conveyed should suffice (a) to save him from becoming ashamed of his testimony, and (b) to enable him to take his share in suffering hardships for the gospel's sake, with a strength of which God's power is the measure. This power, guaranteed to Timothy in his ordination, is no less than that which wrought for our salvation and high calling. It depends, moreover, not upon our own deeds but upon God's eternal purpose, and its magnitude is witnessed in the Incarnation and the Resurrection.

2 Timothy 1:6. the gift, etc.: 1 Timothy 4:14*.

2 Timothy 1:9. who saved: 1 Timothy 1:1*.—not . . . works: a characteristically Pauline passage (cf. Titus 3:5).

2 Timothy 1:10. abolished: rather, "brought to naught."

Verses 12-14
(b) 2 Timothy 1:12-14. An Appeal to Paul's own Example.—The second ground of Paul's appeal is his own example. He too, being an apostle, suffers hardship. But he is not ashamed (cf. 2 Timothy 1:8). For the safeguarding of the truth committed to him he relies on God's power. Timothy must do the same. He has in Paul's own words a pattern of sound teaching. Let him guard his trust, relying, like Paul, not on his own strength, but on the indwelling spirit.

2 Timothy 1:12. that which, etc.: rather as mg.—i.e. the true doctrine (1 Timothy 1:10*), the antidote to error.

2 Timothy 1:13. sound: 1 Timothy 1:10*.

Verses 15-18
(c) 2 Timothy 1:15-18. A Personal Appeal.—The apostle's earlier disappointments form the third ground of appeal. All his Asian friends—perhaps by withholding help in his captivity—had proved disloyal. Timothy must not add further sorrow by failing him now. A parenthesis (2 Timothy 1:16-18) recognises one honourable exception in Asia. Onesiphorus, according to tradition Paul's host at Iconium, had visited his Roman prison and repeated well-known earlier kindnesses. For his household now, and for Onesiphorus (who was perhaps dead) at the last, Paul craves God's mercy.

2 Timothy 1:15. Phygelus, Hermogenes: of these men nothing certain is recorded.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-13
(d) 2 Timothy 2:1-13. The Appeal Renewed.—Thus enriched in his ordination, challenged by Paul's example, and warned by the Asian defection, Timothy, for all his work, must find continual strength in his Divine equipment. He must (a) conserve the truth by depositing it with trustworthy teachers (2 Timothy 2:2), and (b) face the hardships involved in his present administration (2 Timothy 2:3). In every sphere success demands endurance and self-discipline. This is true in secular affairs: the successful soldier is restricted from pleasures, the successful athlete restricted by rules, the successful farmer restricted in his ease (2 Timothy 2:4-6). The principle is equally valid in religious service. Let Timothy consider the supreme example, Jesus Christ: even for Him, the promised Messiah, the gateway into life was death. Let him also consider Paul, Christ's apostle: even now he lies bound as a malefactor—a ready sufferer, since the fetters which bind him cannot bind the message. In facing hardship, therefore, Timothy has no unique experience. In every sphere achievement is conditioned by self-sacrifice (2 Timothy 2:7-10). Yet, as reliable words declare, the sacrifice will not remain unrecompensed. Death to self in baptism will yield us a share in Christ's resurrection-life, and present endurance a place in His heavenly kingdom. Nevertheless, there is need for care. For, should we deny Him, He will deny us, although want of faith, apart from actual denial, can never cancel His own faithfulness (2 Timothy 2:11-13).

2 Timothy 2:2. among: better, "through." Paul's teaching had reached Timothy both directly and indirectly.

2 Timothy 2:5. crowned: with the victor's garland.

2 Timothy 2:6. laboureth is the emphatic word.

2 Timothy 2:8. Cf. Romans 1:3.

2 Timothy 2:9. bonds: an indignity for a Roman citizen.—malefactor: possibly a mark of early date. By Domitian's day the charge against Christians was that of practising an illegal religion (Ramsay).

2 Timothy 2:11. faithful, etc.: 1 Timothy 1:15*. The "saying" (2 Timothy 2:11-13 a) may form part of an early Christian hymn (1 Timothy 3:16*). With its four clauses cf. Romans 6:8, Romans 8:17, Matthew 10:33, Romans 3:3 respectively.

Verses 14-26
2 Timothy 2:14-26. Charge to Timothy concerning Present Error.
The false teaching considered in this epistle is partly present and partly future. Paul's first charge relates to the former type. For its general character cf. 1 Timothy 1:3-11*. Such particular doctrines as that of 2 Timothy 2:18 were possibly confined to individual teachers. The charge expounds:

(a) 2 Timothy 2:14-18. Timothy's Immediate Duty.—Mere debates are diverting and evil. Timothy must so handle the situation as to win God's approval. This involves (a) framing his own positive teaching after the right pattern, and (b) definite hostility to the errorists' discussions (cf. 1 Timothy 6:20). This is essential because the errorists will become increasingly dangerous, as Hymenæus (now probably excommunicated, 1 Timothy 1:20) and Philetus prove, with their theory (perverting the truth of Romans 6:3 ff.) that the only resurrection is the spiritual rising experienced in baptism.

2 Timothy 2:15. handling, etc.: the image is that of a man cutting his doctrine to the pattern of the gospel.

2 Timothy 2:17. Hymenus and Philetus: otherwise unknown.

2 Timothy 2:18. See above. Another early theory was that men rise again only in their children.

(b) 2 Timothy 2:19-21. The Right Spirit for Timothy's Task. Nevertheless the situation does not call for panic. Timothy's spirit must be one of quiet confidence in God, since the Church rests on a firm foundation laid by God Himself and sealed (cf. Revelation 21:14) by His knowledge (Numbers 16:5) and moral requirements. The most firmly-founded building, however, contains both worthy and unworthy vessels. The latter (i.e. the errorists) Timothy must remove from the Church, if he himself would remain fit for God's employment.

(c) 2 Timothy 2:22-26. The Influence of Personal Example.—Meanwhile much depends on Timothy's own behaviour (cf. 1 Timothy 4:12). (a) His personal example must be irreproachable (2 Timothy 2:22; "youthful" lusts, 1 Timothy 4:11-16*); (b) he must avoid controversy with the errorists, a Christian teacher's aim being not strife but gentle persuasion, based on instruction. Through these means opponents, captured by Satan, may return from his snare to a sober mind, to do the will of God (EV renders 2 Timothy 2:26 unnaturally).

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-9
2 Timothy 3:1 to 2 Timothy 4:8. Charge to Timothy concerning Future Error.
(a) 2 Timothy 3:1-9. Future Error and Its Present Germs.—Timothy must consider future as well as present dangers. As the Second Advent (never believed by the apostles to be far distant) approaches, the Church will be threatened by men of outrageous life. These also Timothy must avoid. The germs of the evil, indeed, are already present (6), and the statement of its developed results (2 Timothy 3:2-5) will help him to detect its first beginning. For to this type belong such teachers as privately mislead sinful women who, with fickle curiosity, merely play at seeking instruction. Their forerunners were the magicians who opposed Moses (Exodus 7:11 ff.). But their further progress shall be arrested, like theirs, by open exposure of their folly.

2 Timothy 3:2. cf. Romans 1:29 ff.—money: 1 Timothy 6:10, Titus 1:11.

2 Timothy 3:5. Titus 1:16.

2 Timothy 3:8. Jannes, Jambres: Origen believed that Paul obtained these names from an apocryphal book (lamnes et Mambres liber) no longer extant. Alternatively, their source may have been unwritten tradition (see Bernard in CGT).

Verses 10-17
(b) 2 Timothy 3:10-17. Timothy's Safeguards.—Grave as these dangers are, however, Timothy has a double safeguard. (a) His present difficult task does not take him by surprise. When, at Lystra (Acts 16:3), he accepted the missionary commission, he understood clearly, through his intimate knowledge of Paul's experience, all that it involved—both the type of teaching, conduct, and character required, and the inevitable hardship entailed. (He knew, too, God's power of deliverance.) This suffering for Christ is an essential condition of discipleship (Matthew 16:24, Acts 14:22), and therefore Timothy must himself have anticipated it (2 Timothy 3:10-12). (b) He has the further safeguard of Divine instruction. While evil men grow worse, Timothy will gain strength from loyalty to past convictions. And these convictions rest on firm foundations: (a) the authoritative character of his Christian teachers, and (b) his lifelong knowledge of the OT, able, through faith in Christ, to bestow all wisdom necessary to salvation. For every inspired passage is of service to yield him instruction, reproof, correction, and discipline. Fortified by such experiences he will prove sufficient for every task imposed by his office (2 Timothy 3:13-17).

2 Timothy 3:11. These specific sufferings are named as being fresh in Timothy's mind when he undertook missionary responsibilities.

2 Timothy 3:13. impostors: literally "wizards," a reminiscence of 2 Timothy 3:8 rather than a proof that the errorists practised magic.

2 Timothy 3:14. whom: plural (mg.). Some authorities read the singular, implying Paul alone.

2 Timothy 3:15. babe: according to Jewish custom (Edersheim, Jewish Social Life, p. 117).—the sacred writings: best authorities omit "the." AV is inexact here.—unto salvation: the only inspiration Scripture itself claims is spiritual (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16).

2 Timothy 3:16. In each change RV is preferable to AV. The words assume inspiration: their aim is to indicate its uses.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-8
(c) 2 Timothy 4:1-8. Timothy's Duty in the Crisis.—Threatened with such opposition (2 Timothy 3:1-9) and strengthened by such safeguards (2 Timothy 3:10-17), Timothy must persistently teach the positive truth. He should be ready to reprove error and proclaim the gospel, whether the occasion seem propitious or not (2 Timothy 4:2). For Church members as well as false teachers will cause trouble. Anxious for novelty and "piling up" congenial instructors, they will turn to the familiar myths of the errorists (1 Timothy 1:3-11*). Timothy, on the contrary, must act with moderation, accept the suffering involved, preach the positive gospel and accomplish all the functions (not as AV) of his ministry. All this Paul urges more earnestly because he himself can no longer act. The final sacrifice has begun (2 Timothy 4:6 a): his death is near. He has waged the good contest (1 Timothy 6:11-16*) to the end, and the victor's garland—the reward for righteousness—awaits him. For the truth committed to him has been kept inviolate.

2 Timothy 4:1. and by: not as AV.
2 Timothy 4:5. evangelist: in NT. (elsewhere only Acts 21:8, Ephesians 4:11) denotes a function. The separate order of "evangelists" is much later.

2 Timothy 4:6. being offered: contrast Philippians 1:25. This altered outlook marks a later situation. AV mistranslates. For the metaphor of a drink-offering cf. Philippians 2:17.

Verses 9-22
2 Timothy 4:9-22. Personal Requests and Personal News.
Timothy's summons to Rome seems inconsistent with the discharge of the duties just enforced. If the letter is a unity, its main instructions may concern his conduct after, as well as before, his visit to Rome and Paul's death (Ramsay). For the significance of the historical allusions that follow, see Introduction, at end of § 1. Others being absent on different missions, only Luke, of Paul's immediate circle, is now with him (2 Timothy 4:21 names merely local acquaintances). Let Timothy bring Mark, reconciled to Paul since Acts 15:38 (Colossians 4:10), and able, in Tychicus' absence, to render needed personal service (contrast AV); and also Paul's travelling-cloak, with certain papyrus and vellum documents, left, perhaps at his sudden arrest, in Troas. The identity of Alexander (1 Timothy 1:20*) and the nature and occasion of his opposition are alike unknown. At the first hearing of Paul's case, the prima actio—the allusion is not to his first Roman trial—no fellow-Christian appeared in the court to support him. Luke and Tychicus were probably prevented, not being Roman citizens (Ramsay), but all local Christians failed him. Howbeit Christ supported him: hence, through his self-defence, since he who addresses Rome addresses the world, the gospel proclamation reached its consummation (not as AV). On this occasion, then, he secured a remand, though he only narrowly escaped death (2 Timothy 4:17 b); and, while he cannot expect to gain the final verdict (2 Timothy 4:6 ff.), of eternal deliverance he is assured. The circumstances underlying 2 Timothy 4:20 are unknown. 2 Timothy 4:21 mentions prominent Roman Christians.

2 Timothy 4:10. Demas: would a forger invent the contrast with Philemon 1:24, Colossians 4:14?—Galatia: might mean either Asiatic Galatia or Gaul.

2 Timothy 4:11. ministry: for a different interpretation cf. Zahn, INT, ii. 430.

2 Timothy 4:12. Tychicus: Acts 20:4, Colossians 4:7, Ephesians 6:21.

2 Timothy 4:13. Troas: clearly later than Acts 20:6.

2 Timothy 4:14. will render: AV is based on a mistaken text.

2 Timothy 4:16. took my part: as above, not "as my advocate." Paul's language indicates not indifference on the part of strange pleaders, but the desertion of friends.
2 Timothy 4:21. Irenus (c. 190) says Linus became the first Bishop of Rome after the apostle's death.

